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It was an amazing season for Bulldog 
Volleyball!  Both teams, boys and girls, 
made it to the Championship Game!  The 
girls lost their first game, won the 2nd and 
had a heartbreaking loss in the 3rd, but 
kept fighting to the end.   

Our boys were phenomenal, winning both 
the 1st and 2nd game, dominating the 
entire tournament. They are middle 

school Champions for the 4th year in a 
row!  Congratulations Bulldogs! 

Special congratulations and thanks go to 
Coach Gulliver and Coach Hernandez 
guiding the Bulldog girls to their many 
victories. 

And special congratulations and thanks go 
to Coach Crowley and Coach Masters for 
coaching the Bulldog boys to their 4th 
Championship. 

Under the guidance of Ms. Susie O’Rourke our Math Counts 
team has reigned supreme!  We had winners in the county-
wide championship, with Oakridge Middle School placing 
first!  Not only that, but we had three individual students 
who placed.  They are: 
 

 Allan Zhou first place 

 Andrew Herrmann 4th place 

 Lucas Obrecht 5th place 
Oakridge Middle School first place!!! 
 

It looks like OMS might need another room for all its 
trophies!  Congratulations! 

Bulldogs Really Love Math 

Marlon Albornoz 
Grant Anderson 
Stefano Ayala 
Niko Boyce 
Alex Cameron 
Carsen Crowley 
Evan Garcia 
Evan Hermanson 

Robert Hyatt 
Christopher Jimenez 
Will Kramer 
Owen Lange 
Wesley Roark 
Allan Zhou 
Patrick Franco 
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OMS students made an impressive showing at this year’s 
Science Fair. 

The students who will be invited to district representing OMS 
are in below in the order of scores. 

The district fair is on January 24, 2020.  Thank you to Ms. 
Yunker for coordinating the event, and thank you to teachers, 
staff, and guest judges for making it such a great success! 

Our Scholar Bowl team did a 
phenomenal job against two 
very strong teams! 
OMS. 187 
RPA. 173 
GVM. 152 
 
Our Scholar Bowl team: 

Thank you Mrs. Street for your 
tireless efforts and guidance! 

Scholar Success 

6 Reed Franklin Riashi 

8 Lucas DiLorenzo 

7 Isabella  Lala 

6 Sophia Schultz 

8 Sadie Scardino 

8 Aramis Rivera 

6 Max LaRocco 

8 David Garfield 

8 Rachel Torres 

8 Isabelle Orta 

8 Laxya Patel 

6 Joseph Ang 

7 Helena Brewer 

7 Nichole Higgins 

6 Maddox Chandler 

7 Kaitlyn Yocom 

6 Kaden Crowley 

7 Sophia Whitney 

Gavin Howell 
Srikar Patibandia 
Naresh Ram 
Sia Dihenia 

Collin Meyer 
Isabelle Orta 
Caden Traylor 

 



  

Debate  Team 

The Debate Team attended its 2nd County-Wide Competition 
on  Monday December 9th at Cypress Palm Middle School.   

The issues debated were:  

Resolved:  Tablets should permanently replace textbooks 

Resolved:  Parents of bullies should be punished 

Thank you to Mrs. Selden for her guidance and expertise! 

 

The OMS Debate team members are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Caden Traylor 

Collin Meyers 

Duncan McKellar 

Daniel Carneiro 

Karen Fernandez-Rua 

Mariam Moussa 

Quinn Fairbrother 

Dylan Lash 

Will Zelek 

TJ Zelek 

Lisabella Orta  

Kayla Julemiste 

Debate is many things but not what you think. To dispel any misconceptions, debate isn’t about 
arguing. It is about defending your side, without being emotional, while presenting data. This club 
is great to teach us how to disagree respectfully with someone, to learn how to find many 
different resources, and to know the difference between a reliable source and a non-reliable 
source.  
 
The person who sponsors this team is no one other than Ms. Selden. She is an 8th grade American 
History teacher but also enjoys the intellectual challenge of debate. She is such a great teacher 
who has enabled this team to stand out among other middle schools. She has been the sponsor 
for the debate team for 10 years and helps them be the best debate team they can be. The 
reason why she loves being the sponsor for this team is that “… it gives students a chance to 
speak in public…”  OMS is the best middle school ever!  

The Person on the Sidelines  

By: Kayla Julemiste and Gianna Jarman   
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Making New Music 
 
by Karen Fernandez-Rua 

 

Many new and amazing people have joined the Bulldog family this year. One special teacher is the new orchestra 

teacher, Dr. Ruth.    Dr. Ruth is teaching all three orchestra classes and is teaching every student the skills to succeed. 

It is Dr. Ruth's first year teaching at Oakridge Middle School; however, previously she taught in South Korea. She 

instills in every student the importance of the essential art of music, along with the beauty of music. From upcoming 

concerts with the advanced groups and future recital with all the 

groups, Dr. Ruth is helping her students feel that they have all they 

need to be the best musician they can be. Advanced orchestra and 

chorus in the month of December will be attending Rising Star Con-

certs, showcasing their talent at Gulf Coast High School. This features 

about 200 spectacular musicians showcasing their best pieces and 

playing along with other schools. One student Nicole Indianer who is 

in the advanced orchestra, and plays the violin says, “Dr. Ruth has only 

been at our school for a short period of time, and she has gotten to 

know us individually very well, helping us personally to be the best 

musicians we can be. Dr. Ruth is very kind and confident as she teach-

es inspiring me and others to do our best.” 
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While just about everyone takes enjoyment out of playing their band instrument here at Oakridge, some students 
decide to take the extra step by auditioning for either the All-county or All-state band(s). Many students from our 
very own band tried out in either the All-county or All-state bands. What are the “All-county” and “All-state” 
bands?   
 

About the Bands  
The All-county band, a band in which two of our newsletter members auditioned for, is a band for which mid-
dle school students all across the county try out. If a student makes the band, which a lot of our Oakridge Middle 
School members did, the students who get admitted into the band will be trained to perform an advanced piece 
of music, and there will be a concert featuring the students who got in. This process is the same for both the All-
State band, a band in which students all over Florida State audition to get in and the All-state jazz band, which is a 
jazz band that students state-wide audition to get in. Congratulations to the following students who auditioned to 
either the All-county or All-state band(s) and got accepted in!  
 

Drea Dasilva, Flute                                                                                                    Sam Isenberg, Trombone  
Tessa Cunningham, Flute                                                                                         Evan Hermanson, Trombone  
Tricia Jackson, Clarinet                                                                                             Allan Zhou, Trombone  
Cate Derosa, Clarinet                                                                                                Jack Welsby, Euphonium  
Logan Schad, Clarinet                                                                                               Connor Matuszak, Euphoniu                                                                                                                   
Joshua Costa-Pozo, Baritone Sax                                                                            Madison Tracy, Tuba  
Preston Came, Trumpet (1st chair!)                                                                        David Garfield, Tuba  
Shreya Rajaram, Trumpet                                                                                        Stefano Ayala, Tuba  
Aramis Rivera, Trumpet                                                                                            Zach Ahmann, Tuba  
Ethan Sickels, Trumpet                                                                                              Lucas Obrecht, Percussion  
Nick Hodder, French Horn                                                                                        Joey Pope, Percussion  
Hangrui Zhang, Trombone  
 

*Shreya Rajaram got accepted into both All-State bands, Concert and Jazz!!!*  
 

The Process of Auditioning  
This year, try-outs for the all-county band were held at Pine Ridge Middle School. I personally tried out and the pro-
cess was as follows.  
When students first entered the school, they assembled their instruments and had the option to practice a minute 
or two. Each student was given their own set time to audition, anywhere ranging from 5pm to 6:30pm. My audition 
was around 6:15pm, but unfortunately there was a large backup of 45 minutes. Many students, including myself, 
only started to audition around 7pm.   
Once students were warmed up, they walked to their assigned room in which to audition. The way it worked was 
there was one judge to each instrument, so a flute player like me would go to the “flute room,” and a baritone 
player would go to the “baritone” room. Then, the students would wait in line for their time slot to open and 
step into the auditioning room.  
The final part of the audition process was auditioning! Once your time slot opened, you were called into the 
room to start playing. The pieces everyone (outside of percussion at least) were assigned to play were five scales 
and a short piece of music. The scales were the Bb scale, Eb scale, Ab scale, F scale, and the chromatic scale, a sus-
penseful sounding scale that creeps up and up every note from a very low F to a very high F.  
Winners of the all-county band auditions were announced that very next day, and our winners from Oakridge were 
listed above! Congratulations again to the winners, and all of Oakridge is very proud! Gooooo Bulldogs!   

All-County and All-State Band Auditions  

By Helena Brewer  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 

Midterm  

periods 3,6 

18 

Midterm 

Periods4, 1 

19 

Midterm 

Periods5, 2 

20   ERD 

Midterm 

Period 7 

21 

22 23   

Winter 

Break 

24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

DECEMBER 2019 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 

Teachers 

Return 

7 

Students 

Return 

8 9 10 

Report 

Cards  

11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18  

All County 

Band  

19 20 

MLK, Jr 

Day 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 

Culvers 

Spirit night 

31  

JANUARY 2020 



WRITERS CORNER 

Meditation 
By: Ariana Heuseveldt 
 

 
Rose petals flowing through the gentle 
breeze, 

As the ocean crashes against the Earth. 

This is the place, where people come to 
mend, 

 

To center themselves and to gain rebirth. 

Clear all of your thoughts, and your entire body, 

Calm and collected, you shall be in time. 

Just think of all of the things you embody, 

Think of this as you enjoy the sunshine. 

Breathe, and feel all of the bad going away, 

Breathe, and feel all of the good inside of you. 

This will help you, so you don’t go astray, 

This will help you, so you are not askew. 

This is your clear state of mind, where you relax, 

Next time remember to stay on your tracks. 

Future Poem   
By Sofia Arnold 
 
My future on a fragile thread,   
always being changed.   
   
Thinking it’s being revealed then    
quickly whipping away.   
   
One thing is seen then is quickly 
gone.   
 
The path to get there is never ending,   
the path is hard and long.   
   
Will I ever make it?   
the path will lead you they say.   
   
But it is twisting in all different directions,   
foggy and unclear.   
   
Seems I will never get there,   
if I do, it’ll pass away into thin air.   
   
The destination is a painting   
waiting to be seen.   
   
An idea, a secret,   
ready to be revealed.   
   
Just waiting on the front steps   
in the middle of the rain.   
   
Yet I don’t see it    
until the sun rises again.   
   
I open the door to let it in,   
just to see it disappear again.   
   
When will my real future   
ever show?   

She walked up the steps towards the heavy gothic 
doors. She stood there for a few seconds and ad-
mired them. After a few seconds, she raised her fist 
and pounded on the heavy doors. Not long after, 
the doors came open, but nothing answered it; it 
had just opened by itself. She walked in slowly. Just 
as she had entered fully into the grand room, the 
doors slammed shut and locked behind her. She 
could not see. She stumbled around looking for any-
thing that could produce light. She found nothing. 
The room was empty. Completely empty. The only 
thing she could feel was the cold walls as she awk-
wardly searched for a door. She wondered why 
now? Why here? 

“BANG!” She jumped. “Click-Clack-Click-Clack" the 
sound of footsteps. These footsteps were not just 
any footsteps; they had this dreaded sense to them 
as if someone was pulling the walker to the ground 
with an anchor. She shuttered to think of who or 

what could 
have been 
making that 
horrible 
sound. She 
kept along 
the wall 
searching for 
a door as fast 
as she could. 
“BANG!” She 
gasped going 
faster, the 
anxiety of the possibilities swarmed her. “BANG!” 
fear began to take over her. She was out of breath 
until finally her hand met a door. She lit up with ex-
citement thinking this could be her way out of this 
creepy grand room. She pressed against the un-
known door ever so carefully to where the slightest 

THE NOT SO SCARY WALKER BY MIA BEESING 



THE ENCHANTED LIGHT MAZE  BY SOPHIA ARNOLD 

Have any of you heard of the world’s largest light maze 
taking place in St. Petersburg, Florida? It will be held 
from November 22nd to December 29th at Tropicana 
Field. (It is closed November 25-28, as well as December 
2 and 9) Operating hours are Monday-Thursday from 4 
p.m. to 10 p.m., Friday-Sunday 4 p.m. to 11 p.m., and 
December 13-30 from 4 p.m. to 11 p.m. Tickets are on 

sale now at enchantchristmas.com. You don’t want to 
miss it. There will be Christmas trees up to 80-feet tall, 
snow, huge life-like ornaments, beautiful lights and 
crystals, and tons of tunnels and magical walkways to 
explore. There will be an ice skating trail with beautiful 
lit archways, as well as food stands and markets of all 
kinds. Kevin Johnston, the founder of Enchant 
Christmas says, “Enchant is a one-of-a-kind holiday 

experience… the lights, the sounds, the entertainment, 
the entire experience aims to wrap people in the 
holiday spirit. Every year I look forward to the 
awestruck faces as guests walk towards the maze for 
the first time. It is hard not to crack a smile when you 
see young and old in wonder - and that is what 
Enchant is all about.”   

 

crack had shown. She peered through the crack to 
see a brightly lit room. “Veronica!” a woman 
shrieked. She saw her own mother through the crack 
in the door. She opened the door to see her whole 
family celebrating in the brightly lit room. 

“Click-Clack” The walker! She turned to the stairs, 
shriveled in terror she pointed to the stairs shaking, 
hoping for her mother to save her. “VERONICA! That 
is just your grandmother! What has gotten into 
you?” Her grandmother walked down the stairs with 
her heavy golden cane as her mother stated this. 
Veronica was relieved to hear and see this. She did-
n’t know where that staircase leads, but it’s just her 

THE NOT SO SCARY WALKER BY MIA BEESING—CONTINUED 

grandmother after all. She’s just happy everyone is 
there for her birthday celebration.  
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ARTISTS CORNER— BY SALLY LINFIELD 

Art Class Shows Off Their Glazeware 

More Glazeware Clay projects that have been bisque fired! 



Sofia Arnold 

Mia Beesing 

Helena Brewer 

Karen Fernandez-Rua 

Brooke Harvey 

Gianna Jarman 

Kayla Julemiste 

Naomi Luu 

Hallee Mathews 

Keshly  Payero-Gonzalez 

Isabelle Orta 

 

Mrs. Charlotte Bremseth 

Ms. Celeste Duplaa 

L to R: Sofia Arnold, Hallee Mathews, Gianna Jarman, Kayla Julemiste  

BULLDOG BULLETIN STAFF 


